
Standards Activities Overview  

The ANSI Federat ion’s pr imary goal is to enhance the global 
competi t iveness of U.S. business and the American qual i ty of l i fe by 
promoting and faci l i tat ing voluntary consensus standards and ensuring 
their integri ty.  

The Inst i tute, which is act ive in both nat ional and internat ional 
standardizat ion, recently worked with representat ives from the publ ic- 
and private-sectors to develop a National Standards Strategy (NSS) for 
the United States. This document establ ishes a framework that can be 
used by al l  interests including companies, government, nongovernmental 
organizat ions, standards developers and consumers, to further improve 
U.S. competi t iveness abroad whi le cont inuing to provide strong support 
for domestic markets. Using the NSS as a guide, ANSI is successful ly 
facing the standardizat ion chal lenges of a global economy whi le 
addressing key qual i ty-of- l i fe issues such as safety and the environment.  

Although ANSI i tsel f  does not develop American National Standards 
(ANSs), i t  provides al l  interested U.S. part ies with a neutral  venue to 
come together and work towards common agreements. The process to 
create these voluntary standards is guided by the Inst i tute’s cardinal 
pr inciples of consensus, due process and openness and depends heavi ly 
upon data gathering and compromises among a diverse range of 
stakeholders. The Inst i tute ensures that access to the standards process, 
including an appeals mechanism, is made avai lable to anyone direct ly or 
material ly affected by a standard that is under development. Thousands 
of individuals, companies, government agencies and other organizat ions 
such as labor, industr ial  and consumer groups voluntar i ly contr ibute their  
knowledge, talents and efforts to standards development. 

In addit ion to faci l i tat ing the formation of standards in the U.S.,  ANSI 
promotes the use of U. S. standards internat ional ly,  advocates U.S. 
pol icy and technical posit ions in internat ional and regional standards 
organizat ions and encourages the adoption of internat ional standards as 
nat ional standards where these meet the needs of the user community. 

International Standardization  

ANSI promotes the use of U.S. standards internat ional ly,  advocates U.S. 
pol icy and technical posit ions in internat ional and regional standards 
organizat ions, and encourages the adoption of internat ional standards as 
nat ional standards where they meet the needs of the user community.    

The Inst i tute is the sole U.S. representat ive and dues-paying member of 
the two major non-treaty internat ional standards organizat ions, the 
Internat ional Organizat ion for Standardizat ion (ISO), and, via the U.S. 
National Committee (USNC), the Internat ional Electrotechnical 
Commission (IEC).   As a founding member of the ISO, ANSI plays a 



strong leadership role in i ts governing body whi le U.S. part ic ipat ion, via 
USNC, is equal ly strong in the IEC. 

Through ANSI, the U.S. has immediate access to the ISO and IEC 
standards development processes. ANSI part ic ipates in almost the ent ire 
technical program of both the ISO and the IEC, and administers many key 
committees and subgroups.  Part of i ts responsibi l i t ies as the U.S. 
member body to the ISO include accredit ing U.S. Technical Advisory 
Groups (U.S. TAGs), whose primary purpose is to develop and transmit,  
v ia ANSI, U.S. posit ions on act iv i t ies and bal lots of the internat ional 
technical and are endorsed and closely monitored by the USNC Technical 
Management Committee (TMC).  

In many instances, U.S. standards are taken forward to ISO and IEC, 
through ANSI or USNC, where they are adopted in whole or in part as 
internat ional standards.  For this reason, ANSI plays an important part  in 
creat ing internat ional standards that support the worldwide sale of 
products, which prevent regions from using local standards to favor local 
industr ies. Since volunteers from industry and government, not ANSI 
staff ,  carry out the work of the internat ional technical committees, the 
success of these efforts often is dependent upon the wi l l ingness of U.S. 
industry and government to commit the resources required to ensure 
strong U.S. technical part ic ipat ion in the internat ional standards process.  

National Standardization  

ANSI current ly provides a forum for over 270 ANSI-accredited standards 
developers representing approximately 200 dist inct organizat ions in the 
pr ivate and publ ic sectors.  These groups work cooperat ively to develop 
voluntary nat ional consensus standards and American National Standards 
(ANS).  In 2002, there were approximately 10,000 such documents. 

In order to maintain ANSI accreditat ion, standards developers are 
required to consistent ly adhere to a set of requirements or procedures 
known as the “ANSI Procedures for the Development and Coordinat ion of 
American National Standards,”  that govern the consensus development 
process.  Due process is the key to ensuring that ANSs are developed in 
an environment that is equitable, accessible and responsive to the 
requirements of various stakeholders. The open and fair  ANS process 
ensures that al l  interested and affected part ies have an opportunity to 
part ic ipate in a standard’s development.  I t  also serves and protects the 
publ ic interest since standards developer accredited by ANSI must meet 
the Inst i tute’s requirements for openness, balance, consensus and other 
due process safeguards. In 2003-2004, the ANSI Essential  Requirements  
wi l l  replace the ANSI Procedures.  

The hal lmarks of the American National Standards process include: 



• consensus on a proposed standard by a group or “consensus body” 
that includes representat ives from material ly affected and 
interested part ies;  

• broad-based publ ic review and comment on draft  standards;  
• considerat ion of and response to comments submitted by vot ing 

members of the relevant consensus body and by publ ic review 
commenters;  

• incorporat ion of approved changes into a draft  standard; and  
• r ight to appeal by any part ic ipant that bel ieves that due process 

pr inciples were not suff ic ient ly respected during the standards 
development in accordance with the ANSI-accredited procedures of 
the standards developer.  

The ANSI process serves al l  standardizat ion efforts in the United States 
by providing and promoting a process that withstands scrut iny, whi le 
protect ing the r ights and interests of every part ic ipant.   In essence, ANSI 
standards quicken the market acceptance of products whi le making clear 
how to improve the safety of those products for the protect ion of 
consumers. 
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